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Ryinosuke Akutagawa is one of the greatest writers in Japanese
modern literature. Previous studies have discussed his personal life,
while other studies showed the era he lived and its influence on his
works. However, the number of the studies linking between both the
writer’s personal and social environment with the changes of his literary
works through the years is still not enough. Therefore, the researcher
decided to track the changes in Rytnosuke’s literary work, along with
analysing both his personal and social —historical environment.

The study concluded that Rytnosuke’s both personal and social
environment had many conflicts and contradictions which influenced
his works. By portraying the conflict in his works in different styles and
motives, he has portrayed how modern Japanese society has been
suffering. Itis noticeable that a psychological change is a common point
between most of his main characters in the stories. We can say that
psychological change of the characters was also a reflection for
Ryinosuke’s self-psychological change during his life.

Key words : Ryunosuke Akutagawa, Taisho era, conflict, psychological
change, Modernization
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