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Abstract:

Tomb No. 32 is undecorated, or at least nothing of its decoration has
survived, and so its dating had to rely on a comparison of its
architectural features with those of other better dated tombs in the
cemetery, and taking into account the likely dates of the objects found

in the burial apartment.

Tomb No. 32 is one of the most spectacular tombs on the mountain and
probably belonged to a top official in the province. Striking
architectural similarities exist with tombs Nos. 2 and 3, of Amenemhat
and Khnumhotep Il, although more so with the former, particularly
because of the type of its portico columns and its rather elevated shrine.
At the same time the design of the tomb shows certain new features
which were also introduced at Meir in a tomb securely dated to the reign
of Amenemhat Il and another most probably to the reign Senwosret I11.
The last known nomarch at Beni Hassan, Amenembhat of tomb No. 2,
had completed his tomb at the end of Senwosret I’s reign, but he may
have lived further under Amenemhat Il. As there is no evidence of this
king attempting to put an end to provincial ruling families, it would be
expected for the eldest son of Amenemhat (the nomarch) to succeed his
father, particularly that this son, Khnumhotep, was prominently
depicted before his father and was given the title overseer of the army
during his father’s life. Tomb No. 32 may well have been cut for him.
The unfinished condition of the tomb may be the result of his removal
from office by Senwosret Ill, perhaps by appointing him at the
residence, as he did with the eldest son of Khnumhotep II. But as an
overseer of the army, he may have died in one of the external wars and
was buried elsewhere. The inscriptions of his father clearly indicates
that he accompanied the king in his campaigns in Nubia and that he
passed Kush in going south. Khnumhotep (the son) may have done the

same with the king he served and never returned.
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! Newberry, Beni Hasan, 2vol (Oxford, 1893), passim; Kanawati and Evans,
Beni Hassan, vols. 1, 3-4,6, passim; Lashien, M., Mourad, A-L., Beni
Hassan, vol.5, The tomb of Khnumhotep I (Oxford, 2019), passim.
2 Garstang, J., The Burial Customs of Ancient Egypt (London, 1907), 35-44;
Lashien, M., Mourad, A. L. and Senussi, A., Beni Hassan, vol. 2, Tow Old
Kingdom Tombs (Oxford, 2016), passim.
3 Garstang, Burial Customs, passim
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