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Abstract:

This thesis explores the key issues surrounding the transmission
of digital assets on death. To answer this primary research questions,
the researcher first looks at the legal nature of digital assets, which are
defined as any asset of personal or economic value online (capable of
post-mortem transmission). She then analyses in depth the three most
typical and widely used types of assets: virtual worlds, emails and social
networks. In trying to reach decisions on the legal nature of digital
assets, the thesis first looks for help to the institution of property. If an
asset can be considered the property of the deceased user, then in most
countries it forms part of an estate and transmits on death. The same
goes for intellectual property (primarily copyright herein). If an asset
cannot and should not be considered property, or protected by
copyright, then arguably it cannot transmit on death. The thesis finds
that email contents, virtual world items and social network contents are
not and should not be considered as property. Some of this content can,
however, be protected by copyright and thus is transmissible on death.
If significant user interests and expectations exist in the transmission of
digital assets on death, therefore, legislative action will be required in
the areas of copyright and succession laws.

The thesis also found that there is a legislative deficiency to
protect the privacy of digital assets, as the Egyptian law did not
establish any specific rules regarding the processing of personal data of
deceased persons, and therefore there are no specific rules governing
this issue, and The thesis further also looks at The privacy of digital
assets in the European Union and towards effective protection of users
and management of digital assets in the United States and Clarification
of some legal legislation in the United States, especially The Revised
Uniform Fiduciary Access to Digital Assets Act (RUFADAA-2015).

Keywords: Digital Asset, Online Account, terms of service,
Succession.
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