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Abstract

Apostasy occupied the interest of many ancient and modern historians.
Apostasy was and still is an event that dictates its presence in Islamic
societies. Although it took a collective path during the era of Abu Bakr
Al-Siddig, during the great movement that threatened the nascent
Islamic state, it took an individual path in the eras that followed until
our present era, although its precursors began in reality since the era of
the Messenger.

The reasons for personal apostasy were numerous, such as doubt, lack
of conviction in the Islamic religion, falling into the captivity of the
enemy, love, excessive differences in religion, wrong practices of some
rulers, refusal to apply legal limits, or fear of failure. With the diversity
of its causes, its patterns also varied. There is apparent apostasy,
internal apostasy, verbal apostasy, forced apostasy, sectarian apostasy,
allegational apostasy, and so on.

The attitudes of the Muslim caliphs towards the apostates were
characterized by variation and disagreement. Some of them were
characterized by severity and rigor, while others were dominated by
flexibility and mitigation of punishment in the hope that they would repent
one day.

In fact, individual apostasy, although it has less impact on the Islamic
society than its collective counterpart, but it may weaken the cohesion
and interdependence of this society, and may threaten its security and
safety through the efforts of some of its members to dismantle and
destroy the Muslim society.

Keywords: apostasy - Islamic society - apostate - Muslim caliphs
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