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Abstract:

As an essential element of achieving the societal and economic
development, the issue of disability grabbed the attention of the local
and international communities. Certainly, the people with disabilities
are a part and parcel of the community and one of its foundational
pillars. Museums too are so significant to the communities; their role is
leading in preserving the cultural heritage, forming the cultural identity,
and spreading the cultural and archaeological awareness. They are no
longer mere places just to store and display the archaeological and
artistic collections. Rather, museums- with their diversity- stand out as
the most prominent destinations to play the hoped-for role in supporting
the children with special needs. What promotes this role is that it is
actually on the list of the museums ones, and that museums are readily
developmental and open to deal with the modern technology. In this
study, the researcher attempts to present a scientific review of the
subject of the special programs for children with special needs in
museums, depending on the survey methodology of the intellectual
production survey published in this field in the period from 2004 AD to
2022 AD, whether in electronic or printed form, in the Arab and the
Western World, and published in both Arabic and English. The study
concluded that the intellectual production published on this topic was
divided into a group of main topics: inclusion and accessibility for
people with special needs in cultural institutions, information
technology in museums for serving children with special needs, and
some special programs for children with special needs in museums. The
published studies varied between periodical articles and scientific
theses.

Key words: People with special needs - museum education -
inclusive museums - cultural heritage institutions.
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