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Abstract:

The study aims to explore population issues through the
perspectives of the religious elite, focusing on the interplay between
belief and effectiveness. It emphasizes contentious and debatable issues
such as early marriage of girls, female genital mutilation (FGM), and
premarital medical examinations. This is examined within the context
of the relationship between population issues and their qualitative
characteristics, in line with achieving sustainable development goals.
The study employs a qualitative analytical scientific method, utilizing
both deductive and inductive techniques, favoring the latter as it reflects
a vision and understanding of everyday realities. Additionally, the study
involves a partial comparison of the stances of the religious elite on
population issues, using in-depth interviews. These interviews start
with questions related to the characteristics of the religious elite and
gradually move to questions related to the characteristics of the
population issues, thus a structured interview guide was designed for
this purpose.

The study was applied to a sample of religious elites (both

Muslim and Christian) in the Suez Governorate, comprising 34 cases
selected through purposive non-probability sampling. The field data
were analyzed using a proposed analytical model for population issues
through the perspectives of the religious elite, employing both
horizontal and vertical qualitative analysis levels. The results were
interpreted through a proposed paradigm and interpretive model to
The findings understand and sociologically approach the study issues.
of the study indicate that the interactions between belief, cultural
heritage, religious factors, and the misinterpretation of sacred religious
texts concerning certain population issues among the general public and
some religious elites continue to perpetuate these issues socially. The
religious elite, despite their differing social characteristics,
demonstrated a conscious awareness of population issues by
highlighting their concepts and assessing their societal significance,
using real-life observations and examples. Their perspectives and
stances on these issues varied significantly, ranging from absolute
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acceptance or rejection to conditional acceptance or rejection. These
perspectives and their implications affect the persistence or decline of
these issues, with health and socio-demographic impacts being the most
prominent consequences. The study identifies socio-cultural reasons,
particularly the interactions between belief and cultural heritage, as
primary drivers of these issues. The religious elite's views on societal
responsibility varied according to their overall stance on each issue.
Sociological treatment mechanisms for all issues focused primarily on
the preventive aspect, with marginal references to both therapeutic and
developmental aspects. Ultimately, the study underscores the necessity
of addressing social norms and behaviors upheld by societal
expectations and outdated beliefs, highlighting the role of the religious

elite in curbing practices that oppose population issue resolutions.

Population Issues, Sustainable Development, Keywords:
Religious Elite, Early Marriage for Girls, Female Genital Mutilation,
Premarital Medical Examination.
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