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Abstract:

Since international conflicts have always represented a fertile
ground for study and analysis, and although they are as old as human
communities, the diversity of their forms and contexts has made them
a constantly renewing river that never dries up; one conflict often fades
away only to be replaced by another, more intense, on the international
stage. One such conflict is the Russian-Ukrainian war, which has posed
a new challenge to the world since its outbreak in 2022. Its dimensions
have multiplied, its causes have diversified, and its impact on countries
and societies has expanded. In light of the significance of this conflict
and the depth of its repercussions, this study, within the realm of
political psychology, aims to shed light on one of its immaterial
dimensions: the psychological aspect. It offers a psycho-political
perspective on the Russian-Ukrainian conflict, where psychological
factors have played an indirect role in shaping its motivations, decision-
making processes, and behaviors.

The study was divided into two main sections, one theoretical
and the other applied. The first monitored and analyzed how the
psychological factor affects the dynamics of international conflict in
general, whether at the level of leadership or peoples, and the second
attempted to determine the extent to which this factor contributes to
understanding and interpreting the Russian-Ukrainian conflict. The
study found, inter alia, that the political leadership represented by
President Putin, with its psychological dimensions, has overshadowed
the trends and trajectories of the conflict. The societal dimension
represented by collective memory, emotional orientations, collective
conflict consciousness, and political nostalgia also played roles no less
important. The study concluded that understanding the mechanisms of
psychological impact was no longer a matter of scientific luxury, but
rather represents a first step towards understanding all dimensions of
the conflict and creating a kind of integration between the pathways of
resolution.

Key words:

Psychological Dimension, Russian-Ukrainian Conflict, President Putin,
Belief system, Political Nostalgia, Collective Memory, Psychology of
International Conflict, Political Psychology.
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