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to Israeli politicians' speeches on YouTube since
the start of the Agsa Flood operation.
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Abstract:

This study examined a new type of online communication:
YouTube viewer comments, an interactive, discursive means of
expressing opinions. The research focused on analyzing YouTube
viewers’ 1impolite responses to speeches delivered by Israeli
politicians in the Israeli Knesset from a pragmatic perspective,
revealing their various types and forms. This has become a common
feature of Israeli commentary in general, and political speeches in
particular, on YouTube. The study relied on Culpeper's (1996)
classification of impoliteness, which is a framework parallel to, but
opposing, Brown and Levinson's (1987) theory of politeness.
Culpeper's classification is divided into five main strategies: direct
impoliteness,  positive  impoliteness,  negative  impoliteness,
sarcasm/mock impoliteness, and withholding politeness. The study
employed a descriptive approach to analyze the data. The findings
concluded that negative impoliteness strategies are the most
commonly used type of linguistic impoliteness, accounting for 52% of
the total, followed by sarcasm/mock impoliteness strategies, which
account for 20%. Israelis' reliance on passive impoliteness strategies is
due to their tendency to use them as a means of attacking the negative
desires of others. However, the strategy of withholding politeness was
not employed by any Israeli participants, as it requires direct
interactive communication. Additionally, the study found that the
affective function was the most frequently utilized impoliteness
function by lIsraelis, at 66%, followed by the entertaining function, at
28%.

Keywords: Impoliteness strategies; pragmatics; YouTube; Culpeper; Israel.
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