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Abstract

A thematic analysis of economic activity in Aswan
Governorate exposes agriculture, hunting, and services as the
dominant sectors, collectively employing over half the workforce.
However, agricultural and hunting pursuits exhibit a concerning trend
of continuous decline, while the service sector flourishes with a
steadily increasing share.

Female economic participation demonstrates a commendable
degree of diversification, reflected in a Gini-Simpson index of 0.85.
Conversely, the economic structure for males exhibits lower diversity
(0.62). This disparity stems from the outsized role of the service
sector, encompassing 60.5% of all employed females in the
governorate, solidifying its position as the primary economic activity
for this demographic. Despite a decline in male participation from
98.4% in 1996 to 88.5% in 2017, agriculture and hunting remain the
leading economic activities for males within the governorate.

A clear distinction emerges when examining the ranking of
economic activities across urban and rural demographics. Agriculture
and hunting maintain their primacy within the rural workforce
throughout the study period. Conversely, the urban sector witnesses
the service sector assume the top position.The research further
underscores the greater diversity of urban economic activities (0.84%)
compared to their rural counterparts (0.63%). This trend extends to
gender disparity, with rural males (0.72%) and females (0.71%)
exhibiting lower economic activity diversity compared to their urban
counterparts (0.78% and 0.79%, respectively).

Primary activities, embodied by agriculture and hunting, retain
a significant presence, employing 21.8% of Aswan Governorate's total
workforce in 2017. However, secondary activities, recognized as the
engine of development, display a concerningly low contribution of
9.6%. Conversely, tertiary or service activities exhibit robust growth,
attracting over half (68.6%) of the governorate's total workforce
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Participation in Economic Activities " in: Population Studies, N0.33, New York
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