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Abstract

This study focuses on analyzing climate policies and natural
resource management in Iraq for the period (2020-2024), with a
specific emphasis on enhancing the National Adaptation Plan (NAP)
and achieving Goal 13 of the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). The vital importance of this research stems from its role
in supporting environmental sustainability and economic development
in Irag amidst increasing climate challenges such as drought, land
degradation, and water scarcity. It also serves as a scientific reference
to support decision-makers in designing effective strategies for
adaptation and mitigation. The study outlines governmental and
institutional efforts aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions and
improving the management of water and natural resources.

However, the core problem of the study revolves around the
existing gap between declared climate policies and actual on-the-
ground implementation, which leads to the continued weak
management of natural resources and increased exposure to climate
change risks.

The study raised several research questions, the most important
of which is: How can climate policies and natural resource management
in Irag enhance the National Adaptation Plan and achieve SDG Goal
13? The study was based on a fundamental hypothesis stating that: If
the implementation of the National Adaptation Plan is strengthened
through integrated natural resource management policies, Iraq will be
able to achieve tangible progress in Goal 13 and reduce the impacts of
climate change.

The study adopted an applied analytical methodology, which
combines quantitative analysis (using statistics and data), qualitative
analysis (reviewing governmental policies and conducting expert
interviews), and a comparative approach to international experiences.
The study analyzes integrated national and international measures,
highlights key successes and constraints, and concluded with several
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important findings, including: the existence of weak institutional
coordination among the bodies responsible for environment and
resources, a policy focus on short-term crisis responses instead of long-
term adaptation strategies, a significant funding gap hindering effective
NAP implementation, and severe deterioration in water resource
management due to climate impacts and misuse. Based on these
findings, the study provides practical recommendations to enhance
Irag's capacity to cope with the impacts of climate change and achieve
sustainable development.

Keywords: Climate Policies, Natural Resource Management,
Iraq, National Action Plan, Climate Change, Sustainable Development,
SDG 13, Environmental Sustainability, Greenhouse Gas Emissions,
Water Management .
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